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The Forest Marches On

Words will never be enough to 
express the deep appreciation of 
the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources for the DBP 
Forest Program primarily because 
of its immense contribution to 
the reforestation of our critical 
watersheds and the resulting 
improvements in the water supply 
and water quality that our people can 
now enjoy.

As an institutional partner of the DBP 
Forest Program, the DENR through 
our Forest Management Bureau 
is therefore very proud to play an 
important role in this “Partnership 
for the Ages” that is being celebrated 
through this special book.

The DENR has been able to support 
the Program in various ways, 
including in the selection and 
prioritization of denuded forest sites 
within critical watersheds and river 
basins that fall under the national 
government’s general program of 
action for environmental conservation 
and disaster mitigation.

The Department is likewise honored 
to have been entrusted with the task 
of conducting third party validations 
for the DBP Forest Program, under 
which the DENR has completed and 
released validation reports for 20 of 
the 44 forest projects thus far with 
the active help and support of other 
community and institutional partners.

As such, we have seen firsthand 
how many denuded forests and 
mangroves have bounced back to 
again become productive fields that 
support a wide variety of flora and 
fauna species, not to mention rich 
harvest grounds for forest and marine 
resources that directly support the 
livelihood of thousands of members 
of surrounding communities.

And, as this book reveals, each and 
every reforestation and replanting 
project could never have succeeded 
without a viable platform upon which 
the program partners can stand on. 
This sturdy and reliable platform is 
of course the DBP Forest Program: 
one of the best – if not the best 
— corporate social responsibility 
programs that the DENR has 
witnessed in our land.

It’s easy to see why the DBP 
Forest Program stands tall. It has 
produced tangible and measurable 
environmental, social and economic 
benefits to the community; it has 
promoted awareness among peoples 
and institutions of the value of caring 
for the environment; above all, it has 
forged a Partnership for the Ages 
that future generations can continue 
building upon.

To our friends in the Development 
Bank of the Philippines, to our partner 
people’s organizations, educational 
institutions and other groups and 
agencies in the DBP Forest Program, 
I salute all of you for a job well done.
Let the forests march on!

ROY A. CIMATU

OF THE DENR 
SECRETARY
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A Partnership for the Ages

It has been a fruitful 12 years – literally and figuratively – 
since the Development Bank of the Philippines launched 
its DBP Forest Project in response to the devastating 
effects of natural disasters that have inflicted countless 
deaths and destruction in many communities around the 
country.

One may say that a development bank really cannot do 
anything against a global threat. But the alternative of not 
doing anything is far worse and irresponsible.  And so, 
against all odds, the DBP Forest Program dared plant the 
very first seeds of a sustainable nationwide reforestation 
program.

Of course, we could not do it alone. 

OF THE 
CHAIRMAN
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Which is why the Program, as conceptualized 
and approved by the DBP Board of Directors in 
January 2005, decided to harness the support of 
local communities, marginalized farmers, peoples’ 
organizations, educational institutions, and other 
concerned government agencies to establish a 
viable partnership to take on the gargantuan task 
of breathing life back into our diminishing and 
threatened forest lands.

Today, the Partners of the Forest are celebrating a 
dozen fruitful, productive and life-giving years of 
cooperation that have not only nourished back the 
health of some of our critically-endangered forests 
but have also empowered communities and given 
fresh new hope and impetus to our collective fight 
to save the environment.

Forests do not grow overnight. There is no 
shortcut. There is no hybrid seed or fertilizer 
that can cause a tree to magically appear from 
nowhere. And once a forest is destroyed, it 
takes decades, if not centuries, to bring it back 
to life if at all possible.

The DBP Forest Program is thus a long-term 
commitment. The results of its first 12 years, 
as chronicled in this report, represent only the 
Program’s budding period. There is a long way 
to go, but at least we have cleared the path 
and we can see a bright future ahead for our 
forests.

As long as our partners are with us, as long 
as community members believe each one can 
make a difference, the DBP Forest Program 
is here to stay: taking step after step after 
step, planting tree after tree after tree, until 
our forests are once again strong, healthy and 
alive.

I thank everyone involved in the Program, 
especially our partners, for a very rewarding 
and inspiring first 12 years.

ALBERTO G. ROMULO

Each partnership forged under the DBP Forest 
Program is unique; every partner is given a specific 
and detailed mission to carry out, and every person 
or institution is expected to see through the success 
of rehabilitating and nourishing back a specific forest 
or mangrove land. There are periodic reviews and 
assessments, and necessary adjustments have been 
made to adapt to the conditions on the ground.

There have been very serious challenges, some nearly 
impossible to overcome. Yet for the Partners of the 
Forest, there is no other way but forward, to seek 
new paths when one is blocked or has been made 
inaccessible. It is a continuing search for solutions, 
with each partner deriving strength and inspiration 
from the others.
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OF THE DBP 
PRESIDENT
AND CEO

Seeds of Hope
The DBP Forest Program started in 2005 as 
a humble but determined undertaking to help 
threatened coastal and upland communities 
mitigate the effects of deadly natural disasters 
such as typhoons, landslides and floods through 
a sustainable reforestation program that can also 
provide marginalized communities with livelihood 
opportunities right where they live.

The idea is not new; many similar undertakings 
have been attempted by planting thousands of tree 
saplings and seedlings in mountain and forest areas 
with the hopes that these will grow and bloom on 
their own. Experience, however, shows that most of 
these seedlings simply wither and die due to the lack 
of a viable support and monitoring system.

Twelve years of the DBP Forest 
Program have likewise forged strong 
partnerships and cooperation among 
the various stakeholders in the 
project areas, giving our people hope 
that, despite decades of neglect and 
wanton exploitation, our forests can 
recover and resume their role as 
vanguards of the environment.
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As such, the DBP Forest Program incorporated 
mechanisms to ensure that each reforestation 
undertaking is not only provided with the right tree 
species that are well suited to the area, but that the 
very people in the surrounding communities are 
engaged and involved, and are given the chance to 
directly participate and benefit from the project.  

At the time of its formal launch in 2005, the DBP 
Forest Program had two peoples’ organizations in 
Bataan for its first partners. Today, the Program 
counts 44 partner communities and organizations 
covering 44 forest and mangrove sites all over the 
Philippines.

As of last count, there are already 5.4 million trees 
planted and being systematically cared for under 
the Program, and many high-value fruit trees and 
other commercial species are now providing partner 
communities and organizations with bountiful 
harvests that help put food on the table and send 
poor children to school.

There are countless benefits that can be derived 
from healthy forests. They provide habitat for critical 
and endangered wildlife, improve fish catch and 
other marine resources, and enhance water quality 
by reinforcing and enhancing the forest covers in 
critical watershed areas, to name a few.

More importantly, the revived forest lands and 
mangrove areas have also rejuvenated the 
ecosystems that depend on them. The healthy 
forests likewise help reduce soil and coastal 
erosion, thereby minimizing the threats from 
landslides, coastal flooding, storm surges and 
strong typhoons. 

The biggest benefit, however, is that these 
rejuvenated forests offer us a tangible and 
sustainable blueprint that can be replicated in 
more forest and mangrove areas that are under 
threat or even completely denuded and left bare. 
They bring hope and inspiration to vulnerable 
communities around the country. 

Twelve years of the DBP Forest Program 
have likewise forged strong partnerships and 
cooperation among the various stakeholders in the 
project areas, giving our people hope that, despite 
decades of neglect and wanton exploitation, our 
forests can recover and resume their role 
as vanguards of the environment.

Admittedly, while there have been tangible social 
and ecological benefits from the Program, there 
are still formidable challenges and obstacles 
ahead. Twelve years in the lifespan of a forest is 
just like infancy for humans. We have a long way 
to go to see our forests truly back on their feet.

But we have planted the seeds of hope and, with 
the continuing commitment of all the partners 
of the Forest, we are optimistic that future 
generations will harvest the sweet fruit of what 
the DBP Forest Program has started.

Mabuhay ang mga kagubatan! Mabuhay tayong 
lahat!

CECILIA C. BORROMEO
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WHEN FORESTS CAN’T 
HELP US ANYMORE
As part of our natural environment, 
forests have specific roles to play to 
maintain balance and harmony among 
earth’s living and non-living organisms. 
In its ideal condition, a forest absorbs 
tons of carbon dioxide, storing it in tree 
trunks, roots, leaves and forest soils for 
hundreds or even thousands of years 
until the tree is felled or dies.

During heavy rains, forests absorb 
water and thus slow flood flows, thereby 
preventing soil erosion as well as 
damage to homes and buildings.

44
Today, there are a 
total of 44 DBP Forest 
Projects in upland 
forests and coastal 
areas in Luzon, the 
Visayas and Mindanao.

2005
The Forest Project was 
initially approved by the 
DBP Board of Directors 
on January 12, 2005 as 
an investment program. 
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And then there are the multitudes of food and 
non-food products from forests, ranging from 
fruits and vegetables to animal meat to wood for 
housing and furniture, medicinal plants, rubber 
and palm oil for industries, among others.
Forests are also home to millions of people and 
animals who are dependent on the forest’s rich 
resources since time immemorial.

Today, however, many of our forests can no longer 
perform these functions. Non-stop exploitation 
and harvest of their resources for commercial 
gains have left many forests denuded, and many 
are dead and dying.

The sad plight of our forests have grave and 
disastrous impacts on mankind. There is global 
warming because there are no longer enough trees 
to absorb carbon dioxide that people produce in 
staggering amounts every second, while many 
plant and animal species have disappeared or are 
in danger of extinction due to loss of forest habitat.

Catastrophic floods and landslides have wiped 
out entire communities because there are no more 
roots to hold the water and the soil in their places 
during heavy downpours; forest products and 
resources that were once abundant have become 
hard to find commodities, seriously impacting the 
everyday life and livelihood of millions who depend 
on them
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In fact, it was a devastating flood which claimed many 
lives and destroyed properties in Quezon Province in 
November 2004 that prompted the Development Bank 
of the Philippines to conceive of a program to help 
prevent similar tragedies in the future, and thus was 
born the DBP Forest Program or DFP.

The Program, in essence, is a reforestation initiative 
intended to restore and enhance the country’s forest 
cover particularly in the countryside in the hope that 
forests can once again do its part in maintaining 
ecological balance and help protect people against 
threats brought about by climate change and 
environmental degradation.

The Forest Project was initially approved by the DBP 
Board of Directors on January 12, 2005 as a corporate 
social responsibility program. This was followed by the 
Management Committee’s approval of the mechanics 
for the establishment of the DBP Forest Fund and the 
implementing guidelines for the DBP Forest Program 
on March 2 of the same year.

More importantly, the Program has forged effective 
working agreements with various forest partners that 
include peoples’ organizations, local government 

As a Corporate Social 
Responsibility project, 
the DBP Forest Program 
not only seeks to restore 
the country’s forest cover 
but also represents the 
Bank’s response to the 
global call for climate 
change mitigation and 
environmental protection.

DBP FOREST PROGRAM

units (LGUs), state universities and colleges (SUCs) 
as well as other government agencies to undertake 
reforestation activities on denuded forest areas under 
the jurisdiction of the partners.

The first DBP Forest project was launched in Abucay, 
Bataan, on April 22, 2005 in partnership with two local 
peoples’ organizations in an event marked by the 
planting of mangrove saplings. Today, there are a total 
of 44 DBP Forest Projects in upland forests and coastal 
areas in Luzon, the Visayas and Mindanao.

As a Corporate Social Responsibility project, the DBP 
Forest Program not only seeks to restore the country’s 
forest cover but also represents the Bank’s response 
to the global call for climate change mitigation and 
environmental protection.

It is hoped that the rehabilitated forests – especially 
those in critical watershed areas and river basins – will 
once again be able to help reduce soil erosion as well 
as conserve and improve water quality and ultimately 
create livelihood opportunities through the harvest, 
sale and processing of fruits and other forest products.
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Partnership Requirements and Processes
With the approval of the Forest Project and its 
implementing guidelines as well as the allocation 
of financial resources as DBP’s counterpart, all 
that is needed is to find eligible partner groups and 
organizations to carry out the reforestation of identified 
project sites.

Prospective forest partners are required to submit an 
accomplished application form together with a Planting 
and Maintenance Plan as well as a map of the proposed 
site for evaluation by the DBP Forest Team. The plans 
include tree species to be planted and the prospective 
partner’s capability to implement and monitor the 
project.

Once applicants meet the eligibility requirements, the 
DBP Forest Team makes a site visit to further explain the 
partnership undertaking and to assess the suitability of 
the site. Those located in qualified mangrove or public 
land areas are assessed based on their denuded quality, 
current land use, accessibility and location in critical 
watershed areas while for upland projects, the sites must 
also have a slope of at least 18 degrees.

A Memorandum of Agreement between or among 
the partners is then signed, binding the partners into 
executing their respective roles in the reforestation 
undertaking.

The selected forest partner then conducts planning 
activities with selected project implementers in the 
locality for the preparation of the site before the actual 
planting, maintenance and protection of the planted 
trees.

The forest partner also chooses an accredited planting 
stocks supplier who is paid directly by DBP. Other 
costs for the plantation establishment, maintenance 
and protection on the other hand are paid directly 
to the forest partner subject to their submission of 
pertinent documents.

Recommended Planting Species
The DBP Forest Program actively promotes the 
reforestation of open and denuded areas through the 
planting of fruit-bearing and forest trees, mangroves 
and other useful species. The recommended species 
are evaluated for their high value characteristics 
and compatibility with the project site’s biophysical 
conditions.
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PARTNERSHIP
REQUIREMENTS 
AND PROCESSES
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A Memorandum of 
Agreement between or 
among the partners is 
then signed, binding the 
partners into executing 
their respective roles 
in the reforestation 
undertaking.

The selected forest partner 
then conducts planning 
activities with selected 
project implementers in the 
locality for the preparation 
of the site before the actual 
planting, maintenance and 
protection of the planted 
trees.

The forest partner also chooses 
an accredited planting stocks 
supplier who is paid directly 
by DBP. On the other hand, 
other costs for the plantation 
establishment, maintenance, 
and protection are paid directly 
to the forest partner subject to 
their submission of pertinent 
documents.

APPROVAL

AGREEMENT

EVALUATION

PREPARATION

ASSESSMENT

EXECUTION

With the approval of the 
Forest Project and its 
implementing guidelines 
as well as the allocation 
of financial resources as 
DBP’s counterpart, all 
that is needed is to find 
eligible partner groups 
and organizations to 
carry out the reforestation 
of identified project sites.

Prospective forest partners 
are required to submit an 
accomplished application 
form together with a 
Planting and Maintenance 
Plan as well as a map of the 
proposed site for evaluation 
by the DBP Forest Team. 
The plans include tree 
species to be planted and 
the prospective partner’s 
capability to implement and 
monitor the project.

Once applicants meet the 
eligibility requirements, the 
DBP Forest Team makes a 
site visit to further explain the 
partnership undertaking and 
to assess the suitability of the 
site. Those located in qualified 
mangrove or public land areas 
are assessed based on their 
denuded quality, current land 
use, accessibility and location 
in critical watershed areas 
while for upland projects, the 
sites must also have a slope of 
at least 18 degrees.
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High value species include fruit trees like mango, 
lanzones, rambutan, durian, pomelo, jackfruit, 
cashew, cacao, tamarind, mangosteen, zatsuma, 
coffee, citrus, guyabano, pili, guava, avocado and 
lychee.

Forest trees include mangrove, rubber, narra, 
mahogany, ilang-ilang, rattan, neem, Mindoro pine, 
falcata, dao, hanga, acacia mangium, red river gum, 
jatropha, banaba, molave, kakawate, tuai, rain tree, 
gmelina and ipil-ipil.

Exotic and indigenous species, dipterocarps (tall 
hardwood), native and endemic species as well 
as non-dipterocarps are also included in the 
recommended species together with bamboo, 
abaca and other medicinal plants.

Program Enhancements
In October 2007, the DBP Forest Program 
underwent rationalization to prioritize which forest 
projects need to be immediately developed, giving 
preference to those that are within watershed areas 
or river basins that are considered disaster-prone 
areas.

Others included in the priority list are watersheds 
for restoration under the General Program of 
Action of the government, critical watershed areas 
supporting national irrigation systems based on 
the assessment of the DENR and the National 
Irrigation Authority, and other forest areas linked 
with existing programs of the Bank, its clients or 
borrowers.

Among the critical watersheds that the Forest 
Project intended to help rehabilitate include the 
following:

•  Cabadbaran River Watershed 
•  Karuod Watershed
•  Mabigo Watershed 
•  Calminda Watershed
•  Upper Magat Watershed Reservation 
•  Palompon Watershed
•  Lalawinan Watershed 
•  Lower Magat Watershed
•  Isabel Upland Watershed  
•  Real- Infanta Watershed Forest Reserve
•  Mati Protected Landscape

D B P  F O R E S T  P R O G R A M
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Monitoring and Validation
The DBP Forest Team initially monitored the 
Forest Projects to determine their status and to 
discuss with forest partners their progress as well 
as their concerns. Monitoring activities included 
actual site visits, meetings, communication by 
telephone, e-mails and the submission by forest 
partners of monitoring reports.

As the number of projects and planted species 
grew and the trees matured, the DBP Forest 
Project decided on a third party monitoring and 
evaluation. Twenty-two of the forest projects have 
already been validated with the participation of the 
forest partners and the DBP Forest Team at the 
time of this report.

The validation report for each project includes 
findings, recommendations, Global Positioning 
System (GPS) data, a map of each project area 
and geo-tagged photos of planted species 
with identified altitudes, latitude and longitude 
coordinates, location and time.

Twenty-two of the 
forest projects have 
already been validated 
with the participation 
of the forest partners 
and the DBP Forest 
Team at the time of 
this report.
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With more than 5.4 million trees 
planted nationwide, the DBP Forest 
Project has boosted DBP’s image 
as a Bank for the Environment, 
while its beneficiaries see the Bank 
as an embodiment of a caring and 
responsive national government 
that provides a helping hand in 
their time of need and in improving 
socio-economic conditions in their 
communities.

Partners of the forest projects have 
reported varying degrees of success 
and benefits such as reduction in 
soil and coastal erosion, watershed 
conservation and improvement in 
water quality, enhanced biodiversity 
and wildlife habitats, protection from 
natural disasters and creation of rural 
livelihood opportunities.

22
of the validated forest 
projects have varying 
degrees of completion 
and accomplishments, 
with some already 
reaping harvests
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Increased fish and shellfish catch in coastal 
communities as well as bountiful harvests of 
fruits and forest products in upland areas that 
are processed and sold improved the livelihood 
of many farmers, and many derive extra income 
from intercropping and producing forest tree 
seedlings that are utilized in the forest projects 
but which are paid for by DBP.

More importantly, the Program has inspired 
and prompted local government units and other 
agencies to provide additional support for the 
forest projects and beneficiary communities 
in the form of improved farm-to-market 
roads, more planting materials and plastic 
bags for seedlings, technical advice and other 
assistance.

The Forest Program also led to the creation of 
the DBP Tree Plantation Financing Program, a 
credit program for the production, maintenance 
and protection, harvesting and processing 
of fruits and other forest resources. The 
facility enables the coverage of more eligible 
areas for planting and provides more growth 
opportunities for farmers.

The DFP likewise created awareness and 
understanding among partners about factors 
that can lead to the success or failure of a 
plantation project such as the suitability 
of planting stocks, quality of the plantation 
site, proper plantation maintenance and 
management, and even the choice of partners 
in implementing the project.

Third Party Validation and Monitoring
All of the forest projects are carefully monitored 
and their status regularly discussed with forest 
partners. As the number of projects increased, 
the DBP Forest Team turned to third party 
evaluation for a more thorough and systematic 
review, and the results are used to make 
adjustments and project enhancements.
The Philippine Agroforestry Education and 
Research Network (PAFERN) was first tapped 
to conduct a Participatory Assessment, 
Monitoring and Evaluation (PAME) of 23 
forest projects from 2008 to 2009. It reported 

individual findings and best practices that are 
then discussed during training programs and 
conferences attended by forest partners and 
DBP personnel.

A PAME Guidebook for Appraisers and 
Implementers was developed to provide useful 
tools and techniques for monitoring, share 
lessons and experiences, best practices, as well 
as guidelines in assessing the conditions of tree 
plantations including symptoms and signs of 
seedling diseases, mapping schemes and other 
technical information.

Another assessment was conducted by the 
DENR’s Forest Management Bureau in 2015 
and its validation report showed that 22 out of 
the 44 forest projects have varying degrees of 
completion and accomplishments, with some 
already reaping harvests while others have yet 
to replant and re-establish the plantation or 
complete planting the whole area.

Issues and concerns were identified with 
corresponding recommendations to address 
challenges. While there was only a site plan 
submitted at the beginning of each project, the 
DENR validating team was able to map the DBP 
project areas with the use of GPS and Global 
Information System (GIS).

Overall, the 22 validated projects have shown 
clear environmental, social and economic 
benefits to the community. They promote 
awareness among the people on the value of 
caring for the environment by participating in 
the projects and gaining skills in the process.
Twenty-two more projects are scheduled for 
validation by the Forest Management Bureau in 
the near future.

Challenges
Some projects have been severely impacted by 
frequent typhoons and the El Niño phenomenon 
that regularly visit the country, causing some 
forest partners to lose hope and give up, 
especially those who had just replanted only to 
see the plantations repeatedly destroyed by foul 
weather.
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This is true for certain mangrove projects in 
Bataan, Pangasinan and Samar which are 
regularly damaged by strong and rising waves 
due to their location.

Pest infestation of mangroves in Palawan and 
cacao in Davao have likewise been reported, 
affecting the survival and fruiting of the planted 
species to a certain extent. Such situations 
prompted the DFP Team to seek assistance 
from experts from University of the Philippines 
Los Baños (UPLB) to identify the pests and to 
coordinate with the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) for remedial measures.

Frequent fires in parts of some forest projects 
in Occidental Mindoro, Tarlac and Cagayan 
have also led to increased mortality of planted 
trees, prompting intensified trainings on fire 
prevention and suppression as well as greater 
vigilance among community members.

Success Stories
Among the more successful DBP Forest 
Projects is an 80-hectare mangrove plantation 
in Infanta, Quezon undertaken in partnership 
with the Binulasan Fisheries and Aquatic 

P R O G R A M  I M P A C T S

Resources Management Association, Inc. 
(BFARMAI). The rehabilitated mangrove forest 
has become an abundant source of food for the 
farmers and their families.

The plantation has since increased to 184.7 
hectares, with an average mangrove height of 
about 3 to 4 meters. It is now an ecotourism 
destination featuring a 130-meter long 
boardwalk and a bunkhouse with two restrooms 
made of bamboo that were funded by the local 
government.

Another partner, the Carangian Fisherfolks 
Development Cooperative in San Jose, Northern 
Samar, planted a 40-hectare area with bacauan 
species of 2-4 meters high which has become a 
source of planting materials for other mangrove 
forest projects.

The Northern Samar project now also serves 
as a breeding ground for shrimps, crabs, shells 
and various fish species as well as a protective 
barrier against strong winds and typhoons. 
Fishermen have reported increased catch, and 
different bird species have been sighted in the 
area.
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The Provincial Government of Guimaras and the 
Panobolon Fisherfolks Association partnered 
with DBP in the development of a 26.46-hectare 
mangrove plantation of various species along 
the coasts of the three islets in the Municipality 
of New Valencia.

The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
(BFAR) has reported an increase in fish catch 
in the islets because of the project, while 
complementary livelihood programs like 
seaweed culture is also being implemented.

Some farmer-beneficiaries from Palompon, 
Leyte are already harvesting fruits like 
rambutan, jackfruit and pomelo. Forest trees 
used in boundary planting like falcata have also 
grown robust.

The DBP also partnered with the Palawan 
State University (PSU) for the development of 
a 157-hectare project in Rizal, Palawan which 
employs 20 regular workers. A farm-to-market 
road has been constructed in the area through 
the efforts of the PSU and the Department of 
Public Works and Highways.

Harvests from the PSU forest project have 
already been processed and sold, including 
1,497 kilos of dried abaca worth Php105,429.00 
from which DBP received a Php 21,133.00 
share. Rubber air-dried sheets produced from 
rubber trees totaling 9,500 kg. have also passed 
quality testing and are ready for the market.

Two forest projects in Marilog District in 
Davao (through BALIKATAN and UKAFA) are 
benefitting from the sale and processing of 
cacao into chocolate chips or tablea and the 
harvest of rambutan and durian.

Cagayan State University, although also often 
battered by typhoons, already profits from the 
sale of mangoes from its campus farm together 
with farmer-beneficiaries who share in the 
harvest.

The Provincial Governments of Sarangani, 
Aurora and Cagayan are DBP forest partners 
benefitting from regular harvests of mangoes 
or rambutan. The Aurora project provides 
additional livelihood with a vermin composting 
program which produces fertilizers for the farm 
with the rest sold commercially in the market.
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Other Economic Benefits
The DBP Forest Program requires the 
participation of farmer-beneficiaries for the 
establishment, maintenance and protection of 
the plantations starting from the production of 
seedlings up to harvesting and sale of the forest 
products. In every step, the Program offers 
farmers different economic opportunities.

For one, farmers derive extra income from 
raising forest tree seedlings because they serve 
as suppliers of the planting stocks instead of 
purchasing these from outside nurseries. The 
farmers are also paid for their labor for planting, 
maintenance and protection of trees, enabling 
them to send their children to school.

Fruit harvests are usually sold fresh or 
as processed products, and the farmer-
beneficiaries get a 70% share of the net income 
while the remaining 30% is remitted to the DBP 
until the bank’s investment in the project is 
recouped. This enables DBP to fund more forest 
projects.

The farmers are encouraged to intercrop to 
provide them immediate sources of food 
and additional revenues. Surplus intercrop 

harvests like abaca, coffee, cacao, corn, root 
crops, vegetables and others are sold to 
neighbors or in the local market or cooked into 
native delicacies (cakes) that are also sold for 
additional income.

Environmental Benefits
The nationwide reach of the DBP Forest 
Program and the sheer number of trees planted 
have transformed many former cogon and 
denuded lands into lush forests with robust 
trees that help arrest soil erosion, conserve 
water, and protect and restore biodiversity 
and habitats of flora and fauna especially in 
protected areas and areas of high biodiversity. 
 
Healthy mangrove forests serve as spawning 
grounds for many fish and marine species that 
help promote increased aquatic biodiversity and 
at the same time serve as buffer zones against 
typhoons, rising tides and coastal erosion.

Reforested watersheds on the other hand 
contribute to improved water quality and 
supply. Grown trees also sequester significant 
amounts of atmospheric carbon and help 
mitigate global warming and climate change.

P R O G R A M  I M P A C T S
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Problems with kaingin, charcoal-making and 
illegal logging have been minimized, if not 
totally eradicated, in many of the forest areas. 
These contribute to improved green landscapes 
and increased forest cover that help prevent soil 
erosion and landslides.

Agroforestation in general improves the 
physical condition, species composition and 
microclimate condition of degraded forest areas 
as well as promote wildlife and biodiversity 
conservation. Soil fertility is likewise enhanced.

A Deeper Change
More than an environmental or livelihood 
project, the DBP Forest Program has planted a 
deeper, more profound seed of change in many 
communities that previously never cared about 
the forests or simply took them for granted.

Many forest partners have reported about 
former “kaingin” or slash-and-burn farmers 
who have since abandoned their destructive 
practices after joining the forest partnership 
program, while barangay and local officials in 
the forest zones have shown more interest and 
commitment to the projects.

Among the eight SUC partners, the forest 
projects effectively serve as field laboratories 
for students enrolled in agroforestry and other 
related courses.

Other local institutions have likewise shown 
heightened interest in joining watershed 
and mangrove rehabilitation programs after 
learning about the forest projects in their area, 
thereby fostering a sense of commitment and 
community ownership of the projects.

The DBP Forest Program requires the 
participation of farmer-beneficiaries for the 
establishment, maintenance and protection of 
the plantations starting from the production of 
seedlings up to harvesting and sale of the forest 
products. In every step, the Program offers 
farmers different economic opportunities.
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THE DBP
FOREST FUND
At the start of the DBP Forest Project in 2005, the 
Bank allotted an initial seed fund of P50 million 
sourced from the KfW Interest Differential Fund 
as well as contributions from DBP borrowers. 
Towards the end of 2008, DBP decided to suspend 
the collection of front-end fees for the Forest 
Fund to reduce borrowing costs and make it more 
competitive in the market.

Total contribution reached P182.65 million from 
which a total of P139.901 million has been allotted 
as DBP’s direct share in the 44 projects and another 
P6.169 million for validation and other committed 
expenses.

The corresponding share of the forest partners 
amounted to P113.401 million for a total project 
cost of P253.301 million. As of this report, there is a 
remaining Forest Fund balance of P36.642  million 
that can be used for future projects.

Bulk of DBP’s monetary support is in the form of 
financial assistance to eligible partners for the cost 
of planting stocks. The Bank likewise extends an 
additional assistance equivalent to 40% of the cost 
of planting stocks for project maintenance and 
operating expenses plus 10% of the cost of planting 
stocks for mortality. An additional 10% for livelihood 
assistance for the project was approved in May 
2013.

The forest partners for their part contribute in 
attending to other needs such as surveying 
of the plantation site; putting up an on-site 
project billboard; community organizing for 
project implementation; skills training for project 
implementers; establishment, maintenance and 
protection of the plantation; project monitoring; 
and other forms of sweat equity.

50M
The initial seed 
fund allocated in 
the beginning of 
the DBP Forest 
Project in 2005.
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THE PARTNERSHIP 
OF THE FOREST

No. Forest Partner Location Total Area (in Has.) / 
Type of Project 

Area 
Planted 
(In Has)

Plant Species

1 Balikatan ng mga Mangingisda para 
sa Bakawanan, Inc. (BAMABA) 

Abucay, 
Bataan 

10 Coastal 
Rehabilitation/
Mangroves 

10.00 Mangrove propagules

2 Kinikilalang Mangingisda ng 
Matabang, Inc. (KIMAMA)

Abucay, 
Bataan

10 Coastal 
Rehabilitation/
Mangroves

10.00 Mangrove propagules

3 Cagayan State University (CSU) Lal-lo, 
Cagayan 

151 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit & Forest trees

151.00 Mango, rambutan, pomelo

4 Provincial Government of Sarangani Alabel, 
Sarangani

100 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit & Forest trees

100.00 Mango, rambutan,durian, tamarind, 
kakawate, ipil-ipil and banana

5 Kibalang Balikatan sa Kaunlaran ng 
Pagkakaisa Association (BALIKATAN)

Marilog Dist., 
Davao City 

300 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit & Forest trees

300.00 Mango,pomelo, durian, lanzones, cacao, 
coffee, and falcata

6 Upper Kibalang Agroforestry Farmers 
Association(UKAFA)

Marilog Dist., 
Davao City 

250 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit & Forest trees

250.00 Pomelo,durian,lanzones, rambutan, mango 
and cacao

7 Palawan Council for Sustainable 
Development (PCSD) 

Brgy., Isugod, 
Quezon, 
Palawan 

20 Coastal 
Rehabilitation/ 
Mangroves 

20.00 Mangrove propagules 

8 Palawan State University (PSU) Rizal, 
Palawan 

157 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit & Forest trees

107.00 Rubber trees, mangosteen,lanzones, durain, 
rambutan, pomelo, citrus, pili, abaca, rattan, 
palm, indigenous fruit and medicinal plants

9 Provincial Government of Cagayan Nassiping, 
Cagayan 

172.01 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit & Forest trees

145.77 Mango, pomelo, mandarin, cashew, 
guyabano, narra, mahogany and kakawate 

10 West Visayas State University (WVSU) Lambunao, 
Iloilo 

500 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit & Forest trees

458.00 Durian, rambutan, lanzones (longkong & 
duko), pomelo, tamarind, mangosteen, 
cashew, jackfruit, narra, mahogany, acacia, 
ilang-ilang, bamboo, kakawati, raintree and 
dipterocarp species

11 Provincial Government of Guimaras Nueva 
Valencia, 
Guimaras 

26.46 Coastal 
Rehabilitation/ 
Mangroves 

26.46 Mangrove propagules 

12 Binulusan Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources Management Association, 
Inc. (BFARMAI)

Infanta, 
Quezon 

80 Coastal 
Rehabilitation/ 
Mangroves

80.00 Mangrove propagules and nipa

13 Multi-Sectoral Watershed 
Management Council(MSWMC)

Real & 
Infanta, 
Quezon

130 Upland 
reforestation/ 
To reforest the 
Real-Infanta 
Watershed 

130.00 Mangosteen, durian, narra, mahogany and 
bamboo

14 Provincial Government of Bulacan Malolos, 
Bulacan 

1.3 Riverbank 
reforestation/
Sagipin Ilog Angat 

1.30 Bamboo, bacauan/nipa, mahogany/gmelina 

15 Mamamayang Sagip Kalikasan 
Association, Inc. (MASAGKA)

Bagac, 
Bataan 

200 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit & Forest trees

200.00 Mango, cashew, rambutan, acacia, gemelina, 
narra, mahogany, and indigenous species

16 Carangian Fisherfolks Development 
Cooperative (CFDC) 

San Jose, 
Nothern 
Samar

50 Coastal 
Rehabilitation/
Mangroves 

50.00 Mangroves propagules 

17 LGUGamay Gamay, 
Nothern 
Samar 

42 Coastal 
Rehabilitation/
Mangroves 

33.06 Mangroves propagules

22
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18 Provincial Government of Occ. 
Mindoro 

Sta. Cruz, 
Occ. Mindoro 

450 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit & Forest

450.00 Mango, jackfruit, cashew, red river gum, 
narra, bamboo, kakawatem ipil, malunggay, 
banaba and Mindoro pine

19 Provincial Government of Aurora Ma. Aurora, 
Baler, 
Casiguran 

498 Upland 
reforestation /
Coastal rehabilitation/ 
Fruit, Forest trees 
& Mangroves 

484.27 Pomelo, mangosteen, nangka, lanzones, 
rambutan, durian, rattan, ilang-ilang, 
banaba, bamboo, endemic species and 
mangroves propagules

20 Tarlac College of Agriculture San Clemente, 
Tarlac

250 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit & Forest trees

250.00 Mango, tamarind, guyabano, nangka, ilang-
ilang, neem, bamboo and banana

21 Provincial Government of Marinduque Sta. Cruz. 
Torrijos, 
Bayuti, Boac 

500 Upland 
reforestation /
Coastal rehabilitation/ 
Fruit, Forest trees 
& Mangroves

264.65 Lanzones, rambutan, durian, pomelo, 
mangosteen, narra, mahogany, rain tree, 
jathropa and mangrove propagules 

22 Provincial Government 
of Nueva Vizcaya 

Namamparan, 
Diadi, Nueva 
Vizcaya 

400 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit & Fruit trees

182.67 Hanga, tuia, narra, mahogany, molave, Dao, 
Rattan, pomelo, rambutan, lanzones and 
durian 

23 Bambang Grains, Fruit and Vegetable 
Growers MPC 

Brgy. Sto Nino 
and Dullao, 
Bambang, 
and Brgy. 
Munguia, 
Dupax, Nueva 
Vizcaya 

125 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit & Fruit trees

25.00 Mango, lanzones, mangosteen, durian, 
satsuma, sweet pomelo, lanzones, 
rambutan, sweet tamarin, coffee, ilang-ilang, 
bamboo and gmelina

24 UP Los Banos – Land Grant 
Management Office 

Brgy. 
Magsaysay, 
Siniloan, 
Laguna & 
Brgy. Lubayat, 
Real, Quezon 

200 Forest trees 200.00 Red Lauan, white Lauan, Tiaong, Mayapis, 
Bagtikan, Malaruhat, Babaysakan, 
Malasantol, Narra, bani, batikuling and 
Laneteng gubat 

25 Mahaba Tribal Council for Cultural 
Communities, Inc.(MTCCCI) 

Brgy. Mahaba, 
Cabadbaran 
City, Agusan 
del Norte 

405 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit & Fruit trees

98.20 Lanzones, rambutan, durian, rubber, bamboo 
and abaca 
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26 LGU Palompon/VSU Palompon, 
Leyte 

185 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit & Fruit trees

148.85 Mango, Rambutan, durian, jackfruit, citrus, 
lanzones, pili, forest trees

27 LGU Tagum City Brgy. 
Bincungan, 
Tagum City 

10 Mangrove 
Reforestation 

10.00 Bacauan

28 Samahan ng Maliliit na Mangingisda 
ng Victory 

Brgy. Victory, 
Bolinao, 
Pangasinan 

8 Mangrove 
Reforestation

8.00 Bacauan

29 Samahang Mangingisda at 
Magsasaka Para sa kalikasan 

Brgy. Pilar, 
Bolinao, 
Pangasinan 

7 Mangrove 
Reforestation

7.00 Bacauan

30 Timpuyog iti Babassit a Mangngalap 
iti Dewey

Brgy. Dewey, 
Bolinao, 
Pangasinan

7 Mangrove 
Reforestation

7.00 Bacauan

31 Imbo Multi-Sectoral Barangay 
Organization 

Brgy. Imbo, 
Anda, 
Pangasinan 

5 Mangrove 
Reforestation

5.00 Bacauan

32 Poblacion Multi-Sectoral 
Organization of Anda 

Poblacion, 
Anda, 
Pangasinan 

5 Mangrove 
Reforestation

5.00 Bacauan

33 LGU Ubay Ubay, Bohol 100  Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit &Forest trees

26.00 Mango, jackfruit, lanzones,rambutan, 
mahogany, narra and acacia

34 Davao Oriental State College of 
Sicence and Technology (DOSCST)

Mati City, 
Davao 
Oriental 

100 Upland 
reforestation/ Fruit 
&Forest trees

96.19 Rubber tree, Cacao, Guava, Avocado, 
Guyabano

35 LGU Isabel Isabel, Leyte 200 Upland 
reforestation 
Coastal rehabilitation/ 
Fruit & Forest tree 

167.00 Mango, jackfruit, lanzones, rambutan, 
pomelo, durian, bamboo, mahogany, 
bagrass and bakauan

36 Provincial Government of Sarangani 
(Expansion Project) 

Alabel, 
Sarangani

400 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit &Forest trees 

388.00 Mango, rambutan, lanzones, and rubber 

37 UP Los Banos – Land Grant 
Management Office Expansion 
Project 

Brgy. 
Magsaysay, 
Siniloan, 
Laguna & 
Brgy. Lubayat, 
Real, Quezon 

200 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit &Forest trees

200.00 Dipterocarp, non-dipterocarp, coffee,cacao, 
banaba, bignay, guyabano, langka and pili

38 LGU Banaue Banaue, 
Ifugao 

200 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit &Forest trees

200.00 Falcate, eucalyptus, narra, pine tree, 
gmelina, bamboo, oak, coffee, betel 
nut, pomelo, lemon, avocado, jack fruit, 
mangosteen 

39 Dr. Emilio B. Espinosa, Sr. Memorial 
State College of Agriculture and 
Technology(DEBESMSCAT)

Brgy. Cabitan, 
Mandaon, 
Masbate 

100 Upland 
Reforestation/ 
Indigenous and 
Exotic forest trees

100.00 Narra, dao, molave, mohagany and acacia

40 Forsihama CBFM Association Bongabong, 
Oriental 
Mindoro 

200 Upland 
reforestation/ 
Fruit &Forest trees

125.00 Mango, durian, lanzones, rambutan, yemane, 
narra, acacia & bamboo

41 LGU Asuncion, Davao del Norte Asuncion, 
Davao del 
Norte 

116                  
Riverbank 
reforestation 

20.00 Giant Bamboo

42 LHU Cawayan, Masbate Naro Island, 
Cawayan, 
Masbate 

50                    
Mangrove 
Reforestation 

50.00 Bakauan

43 PLGU South Cotabato Banga and 
T’boli, South 
Cotabato 

74 Upland 
reforestation and 
Rehabilitation 

74.00 Rubber, Coffee, cacao,Rambutan, 
Mangosteen, Mahogany, Lauan, Bamboo

44 PLGU Eastern Samar Kalilangan, 
Bukidnoon 

60                     
Mangrove 
Reforestation 

Bakauan 

TOTAL 7, 054.77 5, 664.42
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The DBP Forest Program has rightfully earned 
recognition from both local and international award-
winning bodies for its outstanding achievements in 
addressing problems of environmental degradation 
while harnessing the forest partnerships to provide 
livelihood that in turn give hope and inspiration to 
many communities in the Philippines.

At the same time, the DFP also has its internal 
mechanism to recognize outstanding forest partners 
and programs under The DBP Forest Program Award 
(DFPA), an enhancement crafted and implemented by 
the Bank’s Financing Inclusive Development (FIND) 
Department as approved by the DBP Forest Program 
(DFP) Committee. 

The first DFPA awarding ceremony was held on 
October 5, 2015 at the Bank’s head office in Makati 
City to coincide with the 10th anniversary of the 
Forest Program.

The award aims not only to acknowledge outstanding 
partner-beneficiaries but also to encourage all DFP 
partners to ensure the sustainability of every forest 
project. Criteria for the Forest Program Award include 
survival of planted trees; maintenance strategies; 
socio-economic benefits for the community; and 
other accomplishments and impacts that include 
regular submission of project monitoring reports.

Awardees
The UP Los Baños Land Grant Management Office 
(UPLB LGMO) was cited for its 400-hectare project of 
high value forest, fruit, and medicinal trees, including 
dipterocarp species which showed a high average 
survival rate of 92%.

The project employed 45 residents of adjacent 
communities, majority of whom were previously 
involved in the illegal extraction of forest products 
but turned a new leaf to become champions of the 
environment. They were trained to monitor seedling 
mortality on a daily basis and to proactively replant 
to maintain ideal tree density in the project area.

The project established a new forest stand; improved 
climate; regulated the water cycle of the nearby 
Lalawinan watershed; and enriched several local 
wildlife species. It also lessened landslide incidence 
and presently serves as a living laboratory for 
students and researchers, a venue for tree planting, 
and an eco-trail.

The Palawan State University (PSU) was another 
honoree, with its 157-hectare upland project 
consisting of various fruit trees, rubber, abaca, 
indigenous and medicinal trees with an average 
survival rate of 80.5%. 

One unique feature of the PSU forest project is the 
involvement and active participation of Palaweños, 
marginalized Indigenous Peoples (IPs) living in 
Palawan’s forests. The University trained and 
employed 20 IPs as workers and rubber tappers; 
they were taught the scientific way of maintaining 
selected tree species as opposed to their previous 
kaingin practice.

THE 2015 
DBP FOREST 
PROGRAM AWARDS

A HARVEST OF 
RECOGNITIONS FOR A 
FRUITFUL PARTNERSHIP
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PSU also conducted extension capability 
development programs for the community on 
literacy enhancement; abaca craft making and other 
fiber crafts for women and youth; and organized 
two farmers’ cooperatives for additional livelihood 
opportunities.

The project generated an average of 30 jobs per 
month for the IP community and lowland settlers. 
It also provided livelihood to at least 200 IP farmer-
partners through, among others, abaca and rubber 
harvesting, drying, and processing for shipment to 
buyers.

The City Government of Tagum was also honoured 
for the development of a 10-hectare mangrove forest 
along the Tangkuan River with an average survival 
rate of 90%, and where robust trees serve as a buffer 
against soil erosion, a trap against solid wastes, and 
protection from strong winds and typhoons.

The area has become an ecotourism destination 
featuring a river cruise and a seafood restaurant. 
The mangrove forest likewise helped improve 
the city’s climatic condition as manifested by a 
decrease in annual average temperature from 27.03 
degrees in 2008 to 26.89 degrees in 2012 as cited 
by the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA).

The initiative features an integrated marine 
conservation effort including the establishment of an 
artificial coral reef and the implementation of local 
fishery laws that enriched the mangrove forest and 
helped increase local fishermen’s catch.

Citations
The Provincial Government of Sarangani  received 
a citation for the restoration, rehabilitation and 
development of a 100-hectare area in and around 
the critical Calminda Watershed in Barangay Paraiso, 
Alabel town where planted trees have an average 
survival rate of 86.20%.

Planting and maintenance of fruit trees in the 
watershed helped 77 beneficiary co-operators, 
majority of whom are members of the B’laan 
tribe who shifted from their environmentally 
harmful charcoal production to establish backyard 
plantations for their fuel wood needs, domestic 
consumption and additional income.The project was 
participated in by other government agencies like the 
DA and DENR in expanding the forest area to a total 
of 753 hectares, a solid testament to the program’s 
accomplishments.

The Town of Isabel, Leyte and the Visayas State 
University joined hands in a 200-hectare project 
which partly aimed to rehabilitate a 27-hectare 
mangrove stand and the critical Dupong Riverbank 
area. The planted mangrove trees showed a high 
survival rate of 95% while bamboos planted in a 
15-hectare riverbank area reached heights of six to 
14 meters.

The project benefitted 60 households in four 
communities near the Dupong River through 
improved fishing grounds, livelihood and employment 
opportunities, and a more stable place to live.

D B P  F O R E S T  A W A R D S

The project benefitted 
60 households in four 
communities near the 
Dupong River through 
improved fishing 
grounds, livelihood 
and employment 
opportunities, and a 
more stable place to live.
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Awards and Recognitions for the DBP Forest Program
The DBP Forest Program has won prestigious awards from both local and foreign organizations, a 
well-deserved recognition for its trail-blazing initiative that continues to awe and inspire countless 
communities in the Philippines and around the world. These honors include:

2006
ADFIAP’s Environmental 
Development Project Award 

The Association of Development 
Financing Institutions in Asia and the 
Pacific (ADFIAP) is an organization of 
113 development banks and financial 
institutions engaged in financing 
development in 42 Asia-Pacific 
countries. The ADFIAP Award honors 
member-banks for projects that create 
development impacts in their respective 
countries.

In 2006, the DFP received the ADFIAP 
Environmental Development Project 
Award for its conservation of soil and 
water in upland areas, protection and 
conservation of marine aquatic life in 
coastal areas, and contribution to the 
development of downstream industries 
in the countryside.

2014
Philippine Business for the 
Environment’s Sustainable 
Business Award

The Philippine Business for the 
Environment recognized the DBP Forest 
Program in 2014 with its Sustainable 
Business Award (SBA) under the 
Special Award Category on land use, 
biodiversity, and the environment for 
the Program’s efforts to restore the 
country’s forest cover in partnership 
with various stakeholders.

The SBA seeks to increase awareness 
on sustainable business best practices 
that demonstrates how sustainable 
business benefits companies, the 
environment and their stakeholders.

In bestowing the special award, SBA 
cited the DFP as a non-credit program 
that aims to stop denudation and 
restore the country’s forest cover 
through organized collaboration 
with various stakeholders including 
government, non-government 
organizations, SUCs, people’s 
organizations and other qualified 
forest partners.

2015
Karlsruhe Sustainable 
Finance Award for DBP-Palawan 
State University Project

The Karlsruhe Sustainable Finance 
Award is a joint project of the 
European Organization for Sustainable 
Development; the City of Karlsruhe in 
Germany; and ADFIAP. It is granted to 
financial institutions and organizations 
with outstanding contributions in 
the field of sustainable finance and 
which embeds economic, social, 
and environmental sustainability 
into an organization’s businesses 
while promoting the growth of green 
financing instruments and markets 
worldwide. 

 The award-giving body recognized 
DBP’s achievements in its partnership 
with the Palawan State University 
Forest Project which achieved 
environmental rehabilitation and 
enrichment and created livelihood 
opportunities in the rural community.    
 
The award highlighted DBP’s strong 
leadership in green project financing 
through the Bank’s commitment to 
sustainability and responsible banking.

2009
National Agroforestry 
Congress Citation

DBP received a Plaque of Appreciation 
from PAFERN for its contribution to 
the practice of Agroforestry during the 
4th National Agroforestry Congress in 
November 2009.  

2016
Karlsruhe Sustainable Finance 
Award Certificate of Merit 
for DBP-West Visayas State 
University Project

The Karlsruhe Sustainable Finance 
Award again honored DBP with a 
Certificate of Merit for the DFP with 
West Visayas State University (WVSU) 
for the Bank’s entry to the green project 
financing category in 2016. 

The WVSU project involved the 
planting of high value indigenous 
fruit and forest trees with intercrops 
in 500 hectares of upland forest in 
Lambunao, Iloilo. Aside from providing 
livelihood to residents of surrounding 
communities including informal 
settlers within the upland forest area, 
it also served as  a venue for research, 
practicum, training, capacity-building 
and knowledge/ technology transfer 
through WVSU.
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TESTIMONIALS

While still with the DENR in December 
2004, I was requested to prepare a 
concept note that DBP later named the 
DBP Forest. This was DBP’s response 
to the so-called Infanta Tragedy, a 
climate event that was considered, 
rightly or wrongly, caused by forest 
destruction.

My interest in agro-forestry started 
when I was still with the Forest 
Research Institute, now the Ecosystems 
Research and Development Bureau, of 
the DENR and was further highlighted 
when I became the national coordinator 
of the Integrated Social Forestry 
Program, the forerunner of the present 
Community Based Forest Management 
Agreement.

Another helpful background is my 
doctoral dissertation “People’s 
Participation in the Integrated Social 
Forestry Program: Implications for 
Development Program Management” 
(UP-NCPAG, 1990).

I went to Lower and Upper Kibalang, 
Marilog District, Davao City on May 
21, 2017, about one and a half hour’s 
drive from the city proper, to meet the 
two people’s organizations that are 
partner-beneficiaries of the DBP Forest 
Program.

Until 1978, the area was a virgin 
forest according to the DENR and had 
been logged under Timber License 
Agreements. It is now traversed by the 
Bukidnon-Davao (BUDA) Road.

Lower Kibalang’s organization, the 
Kibalang Balikatan sa Kaunlaran 
sa Pagkakaisa (BALIKATAN) has a 
Community Based Forest Management 
Agreement (CBFMA) with the DENR 
for an area of 1,188 hectares. Of this 
area, the DBP Forest Project covers 300 
hectares.

flowers are blown away by strong wind, 
slow fruiting lanzones, and rambutan 
having very short shelf life.

No amount of technique and treatment 
could so far improve the pomelos.

Cacao is the “winner” crop, followed by 
durian. Buyers come to Marilog for the 
tablea. Aside from earning from tablea, 
some farmers are producing and selling 
grafted hybrid cacao.

During the May 21 meeting, the plan of 
replacing pomelo, mango, and rambutan 
with cacao was brought up. There was 
an agreement in principle that replacing 
these trees need not require cutting 
them. Branch pruning, especially of the 
mangoes and pomelos, would allow 
enough space for cacao to be planted. 
The standing trees can also provide 
shade for the young cacao. Besides, this 
will enable the farmers to have time to 
seek more help from the DA-BPI on how 
to improve the pomelo, mangoes and 
rambutan.

Eleven years have passed. The locals 
say that their lives have somewhat 
improved. Many children are now sent 
to post-high school education; the 
quality of food on the table has improved 
and many families have acquired 
motorcycles for mobility. There are now 
more birds visiting Marilog and wild 
boars are seen again.

Of course, there are remaining 
challenges. To my mild surprise, one 
farmer mentioned climate change. 
While Davao is known to have reliable 
rainfall, recent experiences showed long 
dry spells which have threatened their 
cacao.

The BALIKATAN farmers indicated 
the need for knapsack sprayers and 
hose, with water to be drawn from the 
nearby river. As there are eight sitios 
comprising the DBP Forest area, they 
have requested five sprayers per sitio. 
The DBP will respond to this request. 
On the other hand, DENR will continue 
to coordinate with other government 
agencies, notably the DA, to ensure 
appropriate technical assistance comes.

Rolando L. Metin, PhD
Director
DBP

Eleven years have passed. The 
locals say that their lives have 
somewhat improved. Many 
children are now sent to post-
high school education; the 
quality of food on the table has 
improved and many families 
have acquired motorcycles for 
mobility. There are now more 
birds visiting Marilog and wild 
boars are seen again.

Upper Kibalang, also a CBFMA holder, 
has 1,025 hectares, 250 of which 
are allotted to the DBP Forest. Its 
organization is called Upper Kibalang 
Agroforestry Farmers Association 
(UKAFA).

Farmer beneficiaries are mostly 
Matigsalogs with some Bagobos and 
migrants. They underwent training/ 
seminars provided by DENR to 
enhance their knowledge and skills in 
agro-forestry plantation. 

Planted trees in the BALIKATAN area 
are mango (20 ha), pomelo (20 ha), 
lanzones (45 ha), durian (40 ha), cacao 

(100 ha), coffee (25 ha) and falcata 
(50 ha). In the UKAFA area, the planted 
species are cacao and pomelo (50 ha 
each), durian, lanzones and rambutan 
(40 hectares per type) and mango (30 
ha).

The people’s organizations decided on 
the species to be planted. The DENR 
and DBP concurred knowing that these 
species thrive very well in the area. 
Likewise, it was the individual farmer’s 
decision whether to do mono-cropping 
(e.g., all durian) or plant a mix of 
several fruit trees and some forest 
trees.

A total of 106,080 trees were planted 
by BALIKATAN and 53,860 by UKAFA. 
Survival rate has been very high at 
98%. The trees have grown tall and 
have created their crown. The fruit 
trees have been producing although 
there are problems like pomelo tasting 
sour, mangoes planted at higher 
elevation bearing fewer fruits because 
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On October 2, 2015, the DBP 
Management Associates Program 
(MAP) Batch 9 trainees conducted 
a tree planting activity at the UPLB 
Land Grant Management Office in 
Siniloan, Laguna – our first major 
activity as trainees of MAP Batch 9. 
The immersion served as a primer of 
what DBP is, especially to most of my 
classmates who were not so familiar 
with DBP then.

During the activity, I was proud to 
share with some of my classmates 
that the tree-planting project is one of 
DBP’s CSR programs that contributed 
to the significant decrease in logging 
activities in the area because it 
provided livelihood opportunities to the 
surrounding communities.

It highlighted the role and 
contributions of DBP to our 
environment and society 
and taught us that the 
responsibilities of a true 
development banker are 
beyond debits and credits.

Ang DBP ang isa sa 
mga institusyong 
nagtiwala at nagbigay 
suportang moral at 
pinansyal pagkatapos 
ng malaking pagbaha 
sa aming bayan 
noong Nobyembre 
29, 2004 na dala ng 
bagyong “Winnie”. 

It highlighted the role and contributions 
of DBP to our environment and society 
and taught us that the responsibilities 
of a true development banker are 
beyond debits and credits.

It made me feel proud to be given the 
opportunity to participate in one of 
DBP’s programs because this way, I can 
say that I have shared my contributions 
to our society and future generations as 
well. “#ParaSaBayan”.

Bryan Ramon M. Tuazon
Assistant Manager, DBP

Kabilang sa mga naging magagandang 
bunga ng proyekto ay ang pagkakaroon 
ng dagdag na pagkakakitaan ng 
aming humigit-kumulang ay 70 kasapi 
ng Samahan na syang nangalap at 
nangagsipagtanim na rin ng mga 
pananim na sasa at bakawan. Bilang 
kapalit, sila ay nabigyan ng insentibo 
sa gawaing ito.  Ito ay naging malaking 
dagdag kita sa aming mga kasapi, lalo 
na sa panahong amihanin na dahil sa 
laki ng mga alon sa dagat ay hindi kami 
nakakapangisda sa Polillo Strait at 
Lamon Bay.

Sa ngayon ay napagkukunan na rin 
namin ng pawid ang aming mga 
itinanim na sasa, na aming pangbubong 
sa aming mga kabahayan at pwede ring 
gawing dagdag na hanapbuhay.

Dagdag pa rito, lalong dumami at tila 
nanumbalik ang samu’t-saring buhay 
sa aming kapakatanan, hindi lamang 
ang mga isda, alimango, talaba at iba 
pang yamang tubig, kundi maging 
ang mga iba’t ibang uri ng hayop na 
lumilipad gaya ng ibon, paniki at iba pa.

Ang higit na kahanga-hanga ay ang 
mayayabong na punong bakawan na 
tumubo sa mga lugar na dati ay nakalbo 
dahil sa mga “bagyong likha ng tao” 

Sa ngalan ng aming samahang 
BFARMA (Binulasan Fisheries & 
Aquatic Resources Management 
Association, Inc.) at ng aming ka-
partner na Sangguniang Barangay 
ng Binulasan, ako po ay taos-
pusong nagpasasalamat, una ay sa 
Poong Lumikha, at pangalawa ay sa 
Development Bank of the Philippines, 
na tumulong ng lubos sa aming 
organisasyon at pamayanan sa 
pamamagitan ng kanilang programang 
DBP Forest.

Ang DBP ang isa sa mga institusyong 
nagtiwala at nagbigay suportang 
moral at pinansyal pagkatapos ng 
malaking pagbaha sa aming bayan 
noong Nobyembre 29, 2004 na dala 
ng bagyong “Winnie”. Dahil sa layunin 
nilang makatulong sa pagpapamuling-
gubat ng kalikasan upang makaiwas 
sa mga kalamidad, minabuti ng DBP 
na magkaroon ng isang kasunduan (o 
Memorandum of Agreement) sa aming 
samahan noong ika-12 ng Disyembre 
2005.

Kasama sa kasunduang ito na 
tutustusan ng DBP ang pagtatanim ng 
nipa o sasa sa tatlumpong (30) ektarya 
at bakawan naman sa 50 ektaryang 
kapakatanan ng Brgy. Binulasan.
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gaya ng mga illegal na pamumutol nito 
at fishpond development aggression 
na sama-samang tinutulan ng aming 
pamayanan.

Bilang panghuli, hindi man agarang 
napapansin o nalalaman ng aming 
karaniwang mamamaranggay, kami, 
sampu ng aking mga kasapi, ay 
naniniwalang ang aming mga itinanim 
na punong bakawan at sasa ay may 
silbing ambag sa ating mga pagsisikap 
upang labanan ang mga hamon ng 
climate change. Ang mga buhay na 
punong ito ang patuloy na sumisinghot 
sa sobrang carbon dioxide at iba pang 
uri ng polusyon sa ating kapaligiran, 
na siya namang nagiging sanhi ng 
patuloy na pag-init ng ating panahon at 
pabago-bagong klima.

Ang FORSIHAMA CBFM Association ay 
lubos na nagpapasalamat sa Development 
Bank of the Philippines dahil sa pagtitiwala 
sa aming samahan na mabigyan kami ng 
proyektong DBP Forest Project. 

Malaki ang naitulong ng proyekto na ito 
sa mga naging beneficiaries sapagkat 
nagkaroon sila ng alternatibong trabaho na 
nakatulong ng malaki sa kanilang pang-
araw-araw na buhay. Nagkakaroon din sila 
ng libreng mga pananim na namumunga na.

Kung hindi dahil sa proyekto ay hindi 
nila matataniman ang kanilang lupang 
posisyon dahil wala silang sapat na pera 
para ipambili ng mga pananim. At isa 
pang benepisyo ay ang pagkakaroon ng 
dagdag na pagkakakitaan pagkalipas ng 
5 hanggang 10 taon mula nang itanim 
ang mga puno.

Kung hindi dahil sa 
proyekto ay hindi nila 
matataniman ang kanilang 
lupang posisyon dahil wala 
silang sapat na pera para 
ipambili ng mga pananim.

Sa ganitong pagkakataon madadagdagan 
ang income ng mga taong naging beneficiary 
ng DBP Forest Project at nakatulong pa 
na masulusyunan ang climate change na 
nangyayari sa kasalukuyan. 

Kung kaya muli’t muli ang aming taos pusong 
pasasalamat sa DBP sa pagbibigay ng DBP 
Forest Project sa samahang FORSIHAMA at 
umasa po kayo na patuloy naming aalagaan 
at babantayan ang proyektong inyong 
pinagkaloob sa amin. 

Maraming Salamat Po!

Bonifacio A. Macaraig
Chairman
FORSIHAMA

Sarangani is home to two key 
biodiversity areas and a protected 
seascape, and we intend to keep it in 
its natural condition. We need people 
and institutions to join us in our quest, 
thus our gratitude to the Development 
Bank of the Philippines for their Forest 
Program which benefited us and 
our communities here in Sarangani 
Province.

The Provincial Government through 
the Provincial Environment and Natural 
Resources Office joined hand in hand 
with DBP’s Forest Program in Barangay 
Paraiso, Alabel, Sarangani Province and 
has been awarded the 4th Best Forest 
Project in the entire country.

In 2005, 100 hectares of forestland 
was initially used for the DBP Forest 
Program and was planted with mango 
as the primary crop; and with rambutan, 
lanzones and durian as secondary 

We need people and institutions 
to join us in our quest, thus our 
gratitude to the Development 
Bank of the Philippines for their 
Forest Program which benefited 
us and our communities here in 
Sarangani Province.

T E S T I M O N I A L S

Tunay nga pong kami ay naniniwala na 
‘Turuan mo si Juan na mangingisda 
at kakain siya ng isang araw, ngunit 
kapag tinuruan mo siyang mamuhay 
at mangisda sa likas kayang 
pamamaraan, si Juan ay kakain 
habang siya’y nabubuhay.’

Muli, saludo po kami sa inyong 
programang DBP Forest. Nawa po’y 
ipagpatuloy pa ninyo at patuloy pang 
palakasin ang mga programang hindi 
lamang pang-kabuhayan, manapa’y 
pang-kalikasan pa!

Maximino T. Pujeda
President
BFARMA, Inc.
Brgy. Binulasan, Infanta, Quezon

Muli, saludo po kami 
sa inyong programang 
DBP Forest. Nawa po’y 
ipagpatuloy pa ninyo at 
patuloy pang palakasin 
ang mga programang 
hindi lamang pang-
kabuhayan, manapa’y 
pang-kalikasan pa!
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The city’s forest project 
gained traction when it was 
acknowledged by the DBP 
Forest Program as the third 
place winner in the search 
for Outstanding Program 
Partner in 2015. 

crops. The project has helped 77 
farmer-partners, majority of whom are 
IPs from the Blaan Tribe.

DBP eventually offered additional 
funding for the project. From 100 
hectares, we are now working on a 
500-hectare forestland.

With support from DBP, we have 
amassed substantial environment, 
social and economic benefits. The 
increase in biodiversity in the project 
area contributed to the increase in 
forest cover. The increase in vegetative 
cover of the project area lessened 
the effect of soil erosion during the 
rainy season, thus preventing massive 
landslides.

Our farmer-partners have realized the 
importance of protecting the project 
as it is now the source of their income 
through the fruit bearing trees which 
they have grown. The increase in 
the community members’ income 
has helped in alleviating their social 
conditions, allowing them to send their 
children to school and provide for the 
needs of the family.

The DBP Forest Program has 
strengthened and increased 
productivity and socio-economic 
benefits. Aside from the income derived 
from their farming activities, individual 
income increased at the time of harvest.

Sarangani is truly blessed with 
partners like DBP. We are grateful 
for your support to the communities, 
the Sarangans and the Provincial 
Government of Sarangani.

Mabuhay, DBP! Sulong Sarangani!

Steve Chiong Bian Solon
Governor
Sarangani Province

In as much as the surge in the 
development of the City of Tagum has 
become unstoppable in the last 15 
years, its local government has also 
put a premium on ensuring that its 
environment is being protected at all 
costs by implementing programs and 
projects aimed at its preservation.

One such project is the Mangrove 
Reforestation Project which was 
established through the collective 
efforts of the city government and its 
stakeholders to protect the watersheds 
and coastal areas within the 10-hectare 
mangrove forest along Daang Maharlika 
and Tancuan Creek in the city’s 
Barangay Bincungan.

The city’s forest project gained traction 
when it was acknowledged by the 
DBP Forest Program as the third place 
winner in the search for Outstanding 
Program Partner in 2015. The accolade 
was given to the local government of 
Tagum for its role in conserving the 
environment while at the same time 
allowing the constituents to benefit 
from the said project.

With this recognition from the DBP 
Forest Program, the city has become 
keener in helping the residents of 
Bincungan and even outlying barangays 
achieve further economic gains from 
the mangrove reforestation project.

And as it was even before the DBP 
Forest Program Award, the City 
Government of Tagum remains 
resolute in implementing policies 
aimed at balancing development 
and growth with strict environmental 
protection.

Allan L. Rellon, DPA, PhD
Mayor
Tagum City

Like any school that operates with 
substantial subsidy from the National 
Government, Palawan State University 
(PSU) is mandated to make its third 
pillar, extension services, functional. 
Because of this, PSU continues to 
involve itself in building partnerships 
with communities and agencies 
to provide capacity development 
programs and projects, information, 
communication and technology 
services to communities.

Thanks to the Development Bank of the 
Philippines for helping the University 
perform this noble task. PSU values 
DBP’s support as our partner in the 
PSU-DBP Forest Program aimed 
at conserving and protecting the 
environment while simultaneously 
promoting rural productivity.

Through the PSU-DBP Forest Program, 
a 70-hectare rubber plantation was 
established in 2008 in two of the 
barangays encompassing the Mt. 
Mantalingahan Protected Landscape – 
Barangay Candawaga and Culasian – in 
the Municipality of Rizal, Palawan.

Intercropped with abaca and some 
indigenous and high value fruit trees, 
these rubber trees are now growing 
productively, showcasing sustainable 
use of resources and generation of 
income for the poor members of the 
community, particularly the Pal’awan 
tribe that constitutes a majority of the 
84.2 percent indigenous peoples in 
Palawan Province.



32 33

By giving the Pal’awan tribe an alternative 
means of livelihood and diverting their 
interest to rubber and abaca farming, 
the project has rehabilitated parcels 
of denuded lands and has improved 
adjoining areas in terms of reduced 
instances of soil erosion, slash-and-burn 
farming, and cases of illegal logging, 
while improving animal diversity due to 
increase in vegetation.

On behalf of the University of the 
Philippines Los Baños, I offer warm 
congratulations to the Development 
Bank of the Philippines for more than 
a decade of success of one of its 
pioneer CSR programs, the DBP Forest 
Program.

I would also like to give my thanks to 
DBP for selecting us as one of their 
partners in implementing the DFP, 
which has in turn allowed us to reach 
and provide help to many communities 
around Laguna and Quezon.

The DBP-UPLB partnership began in 
2008 with the start of the Project’s first 
phase located at the Laguna-Quezon 
Land Grant which was handed to the 
management of UPLB’s Land Grant 
Management Office. Nine years later, 
the seed of that partnership has borne 
fruit in the greatest of ways.

The Lalawinan River watershed has 
been rehabilitated, with over 400,000 
trees now grown robust and strong. 
The communities that live in the 
river’s vicinity have been given a new 
lease on life. Economic opportunities 

Through the project, the University has 
also been able to conduct valuable 
research and capability development 
projects that facilitate the adoption of 
environmentally friendly activities by 
the upland dwellers while improving 
their means of livelihood.

Truly, Palawan State University couldn’t 
have done all these to the less fortunate 
upland dwellers without DBP. May God 
continue to use DBP and the Palawan 
State University in answering prayers, 
in changing and saving the lives of the 
poor.

Lorna C. Gelito, PhD
Officer in Charge
Palawan State University

Thanks to the Development Bank of the 
Philippines for helping the University perform 
this noble task. PSU values DBP’s support as our 
partner in the PSU-DBP Forest Program aimed at 
conserving and protecting the environment while 
simultaneously promoting rural productivity.

None of these 
accomplishments 
would have been 
possible without 
the strong support 
and partnership of 
UPLB and DBP. It is 
a partnership which 
we are grateful for, 
and which we hope 
will continue to grow 
stronger as we move 
towards the project’s 
end and even beyond.

have grown, timber poaching has 
ceased, and ecological issues such as 
landslides and poor water quality have 
been resolved.

None of these accomplishments would 
have been possible without the strong 
support and partnership of UPLB and 
DBP. It is a partnership which we are 
grateful for, and which we hope will 
continue to grow stronger as we move 
towards the project’s end and even 
beyond.

UPLB joins all stakeholders in 
celebrating the achievements of the 
DBP Forest Program, and we look 
forward to greater gains and a stronger 
partnership in the future. 

Thank you and mabuhay tayong lahat!

Dr. Fernando C. Sanchez, Jr. 
Chancellor
University of the Philippines 
– Los Baños

T E S T I M O N I A L S
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The Visayas State University 
congratulates the Development Bank 
of the Philippines for its more than a 
decade of continuing service towards 
the rehabilitation of degraded critical 
ecosystems, while also responding 
to the livelihood needs of the most 
economically vulnerable communities 
all over the country through its Forest 
Program. 

VSU is greatly honored for the 
opportunity to serve as a development 
partner of the program – taking the lead 
in the implementation of two watershed 
rehabilitation projects in Leyte: the 
Palompon Watershed Rehabilitation 
(221 hectares) and the Isabel Upland 
Watershed and Mangrove Rehabilitation 
(200 hectares).

These projects have made significant 
contributions in terms of improving 
the forest environment in upland and 
coastal areas, transforming the lives of 

These projects have made 
significant contributions in 
terms of improving the forest 
environment in upland and 
coastal areas, transforming the 
lives of hundreds of local people 
into becoming economically 
better off, and making the local 
populace more concerned and 
responsible for the environment.

Recognizing DBP’s concerted efforts 
in preserving the environment, while 
benefiting the local communities, 
WVSU opened its doors to a lasting 
and noteworthy collaboration 
on December 8, 2005 as project 
implementer. 

hundreds of local people into becoming 
economically better off, and making 
the local populace more concerned and 
responsible for the environment.

It is with great pride that VSU will 
continue to support the DBP Forest 
Program, recognizing that its goals are 
in congruence with the University’s 
vision as a premier university of science 
and technology in the Visayas, as well 
as its mission of fostering effective 
engagement with and providing 
excellent service especially to the poor 
and highly vulnerable communities.

VSU is looking forward to a sustained 
partnership with DBP in this and other 
similar endeavors.

Dr. Edgardo E. Tulin
President
Visayas State University

West Visayas State University extends 
our warmest congratulations to the 
Development Bank of the Philippines 
for the success of its Forest Program 
(DFP). As your partner, we are equally 
proud of your accomplishments and 
share the joy and recognition you have 
received for your solid performance 
through the years of public service!

Since the DFP’s launch in 2005, WVSU 
became one of the 44 active pioneering 
member-partners nationwide. 
Recognizing DBP’s concerted efforts 
in preserving the environment, while 
benefiting the local communities, 
WVSU opened its doors to a lasting and 
noteworthy collaboration on December 
8, 2005 as project implementer. 

The WVSU College of Agriculture and 
Forestry (CAF), which is 64 kms. away 
from the Main Campus, is comprised of 
3,476 hectares of land, 1,000 hectares 
of which are reserved as watershed. 
The watershed areas, however, could 
not be fully utilized in reforestation 
efforts due to the encroachment of 
illegal settlers.

Reforestation endeavors, therefore, 
were concentrated within the 500 
hectares of upland forest. High value 
and indigenous fruit trees like durian, 
rambutan, lanzones, pomelo, tamarind, 
mangosteen, and forest trees like narra, 
mahogany, rain tree, acacia, ilang-ilang, 
bamboo and kakawate were among 
those first planted in that area. 

Before the implementation of the DFP, 
destructive activities like illegal logging, 
burning of trees or charcoal making 
were very rampant. Animals freely 
forage the areas destroying plants and 
trees.

Realizing the importance of 
implementing the project and ensuring 
its best results, WVSU sought the 
cooperation of settlers/ farmers 
occupying the University’s land; they 
were encouraged to be directly involved 
in the project by hiring them as planters 
and caretakers. This enabled them 
to acquire additional livelihood, thus 
developing a sense of accountability 
and empowerment.

Intercrop planting with bamboo, 
banana, coconut and coffee is another 
source of additional income for them. 
Consultations and close interactions 
were also made, emphasizing the 
lasting benefits of reforestation as 
a solution to address environmental 
degradation such as erosion, landslides, 

and flooding. Community involvement 
by giving them active roles on the 
project ensures sustainability of this 
undertaking. 

Eleven years after its launching, the 
WVSU-DFP is leading the way towards 
more participation by the academe 
in the country. We are gratified that 
WVSU helped open the doors for 
more implementers. Most especially, 
we take pride in partnering with an 
institution that consistently performed 
to the highest degree of international 
standards. 

More power to the DBP Forest Program! 
We look forward to more years of 
successful partnership!

Dr. Luis M. Sorolla, Jr. CSEE
President
West Visayas State University
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As a dynamic and forward-looking project, the DBP 
Forest Program undergoes regular refinements to 
ensure sustainability. As such, in a recent report 
by the Forest Team to the Bank’s Management 
Committee and the Board of Directors, several 
action plans were proposed and were subsequently 
approved for implementation.

Among the new adopted proposals is the 
termination of the Memorandum of Agreement 
with forest partners who are in default of their 
obligations under the accord. This is done after 
due consultation with the Legal Services Group.

Six forest partners that will be affected by the 
termination, which takes effect 60 days after their 
receipt of the notice, have already been informed, 
The total unused amount for the terminated 
projects worth Php8,506,201.87 will be returned 
to the DBP Forest Fund.

Likewise, funding for future DFP projects will be 
included in the deliberation of the Calendar Year 
2018 budget to ensure sustainability and continuity, 
including the rehabilitation of nine existing projects 
worth Php10 million.

The establishment of a DBP Forest Park near Metro 
Manila with a Php5 million allocation has also been 
approved. Prospective sites in Antipolo City and 
Bulacan have been visited and assessed, and the 
final site will be used for the regular tree planting 
activities of DBP employees themselves as well as 
serve as a showcase for arboretum development.

Also approved is a DBP Forest Project for the 
Bangsamoro with a budget allocation of Php10 million. 
Initial talks have been held for this project, which is 
envisioned to become an instrument of peace for the 
troubled southern region.

Out of the original allocation of Php182.66 million for 
the DBP Forest Project, there is still an available amount 
of Php36.642 million. This will increase to Php45.15 
million with the addition of the de-committed funds 
from the terminated projects by September 2017.

The DBP Forest Project Team continues to coordinate 
with forest partners regarding updates on the 
projects as well as to release funds for programmed 
expenditures. Open communication helps the Team 
address other concerns affecting the projects and thus 
assure the continued growth of the DBP Forest Project 
in the near future.

Projects that already harvest fruits and other forest 
products and which could become potential revenue 
sources for the Bank are given focus as they could 
provide more value-added economic activities in 
the product processing stage. Continuing validation 
of projects will be coordinated with DENR, with 
the validation results reported promptly to top 
management.

Additional forest projects will be considered on a 
selective basis. Merits of any new proposed project 
will be assessed based on the criteria for evaluating 
the forest projects and considering the lessons learned 
from previous partnership experiences.

The DBP Forest Project Team continues to coordinate with 
forest partners regarding updates on the projects as well 
as to release funds for programmed expenditures. Open 
communication helps the Team address other concerns 
affecting the projects and thus assure the continued 
growth of the DBP Forest Project in the near future.
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HEAD OFFICE
Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City
Tel. No. 818-9511 (connecting all departments)

Financing Inclusive
Development Department
3rd Floor DBP Head Office
Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City
Tel. Nos. 812-8088 / 818-95-11 loc. 2331 / 2327 
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